The Church 


has lost her 





The church has 
lost her focus 








We shouldn't judge others, but we should definitely judge ourselves 1 
Corinthians 5:12. So this is x-raying the wrong motives and wrong focus 
of the Evangelical/ Peniecacial church of today, who are indeed God's 
tool to reach the world in these last days. Maybe she'll forsake this new 
gospel of self that is overrunning the church, and return to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, maybe she'll give up worldliness dressed up to look like the 
promises of God, maybe she'l stop living for herself and live for Christ, 
may God help us return back to our first love. Ehe, before you pick up 
your stones, this is first edition! 


Sinai Great Nkemdinachi Amos 
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Acknowledgement 


| cannot but acknowledge my Lord and God, for much more than 
hearing and reading how he transforms a person's life, | have 
experienced it myself. Like the Samaritan villagers who said to the 
woman who met Jesus at the well ‘we first came because we heard your 
testimony, but now we believe because we have seen it for ourselves’ 
(paraphrased), indeed | have tasted of his goodness and | am forever 
changed. | was nobody going nowhere not Coa what | actually 
wanted from life, but by his grace, today am aname a child of God 
doing his bidding. 


Foreword 


Christianity as some have said is one of the great 
religions/faith/movements in the world that has played a role in shaping 
the course of humanity, but a believer like me oda say it's not really a 
religion, Jesus Christ is the definition of life; anything outside of him is 
chasing the wind. 


People often speak of kingdoms, empires, wars , movements, great and 
small and rightly so, because the past usually gives a clue to the future, it 
shows how humanity has evolved in every facet of life and what is likely 
to happen next. How can we ignore the rule of the Romans and how it 
affected civilization, or the Greek civilization, the Babylonians, the 
Egyptians, the British monarchy, the American revolution, Slavery, 

Suft rages, Apartheid and more recently 9-11, Arab spring, Covid-19; the list 
is endless. But all of this was prophesied long before it happened, an 
most importantly, the prophesy of a stl kingdom Daniel 2:44 (the 
rule of Christ) without end overthrowing all i ig a re which is 
happening before our very eyes. 


Like the greats have said, nothing ever just happens, something/someone 
makes things happen. | tell you something of note, the Christian faith has 
not lost her momentum (never mind some have traded theirs), she is in 
fact gearing up for the next big push to the ends of the world with Africa 
as her takeoff point. We are grateful for the first Christians who moved 
the gospel from Jerusalem to all other parts of the world, we are thankful 

or believers who made it their course to move the gospel from Europe to 
the rest of the World especially Africa (] mean where would we be 
without the light of the gospel), and i am very proud to be a part of 
evangelical Africa picking up the baton and taking the gospel to the rest 
of the world. 


One look at the evangelical circles in Africa(with Nigeria in the forefront), 
you can see that the stage is set for the next big move of the gospel; the 
people are drunk, full and ready to move, but wait a minute, i te are the 
people really drunk on? They are drunk, no problem, as the bible 
admonishes us to be drunk on the Holy ghost and not on wine. So again | 
ask, what exactly are African sianemiea drunk on? 


Who is the church? 


The church of God is the habitation of God on earth, a people been 
built as lively stones in the house of God, 1 Peter 2:5 a house being yet 
under construction but already filled with the presence of God, for the 
Almighty loves his temple. 


The church is the beautiful virgin bride of Christ, Revelations 21:2 bought 

with the costly price of his blood, being perfected in his love, wearing 

pure white garment, adorned with every precious jewel, awaiting her 
ridegroom. 


The church is the army of God, 2 Timothy 2:4 well suited in her warriors 
arment with the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, 
the belt of truth, shoes of peace from the good news, shield of faith and 
the sword of the spirit, ready to do ih battle in the name of her 
God, taking souls For God, and bringing down every high notion that 

sets itself against the knowledge of God. 


The church is the mouthpiece of God on earth, Matthew 18:18-19 filled 
with the Holy ghost, eliad with wisdom and power from on high, to 
thread upon snakes and scorpions, to cast out demons and have 
dominion over devils, preaching the love of God and the forgiveness of 
sins in Christ Jesus. 


The church is the light of the world, Matthew 5:14 dispelling darkness 
from the hearts of people and establishing the order of light in the 
affairs of humanity. 


The church is the servant of God, 2 Corinthians 6:4 submitted wholly to 

his will, ready to do whatever and go wherever she might be sent, 

ane fully to please her husband, friend, Lover, Lord, Savior and 
od. 


The church is the enemy of the devil, Revelations 12:17 the world and all 
its systems; as such she is the subject of his fiery attacks. Like her God, 
her ways are different from the ways of the world in which she lives and 
yet is not a part of; her ways are the ways of heaven. 


The church is the apple of God's eye, Zechariah 2:8 for whom he has 
piven everything and is yet preparing everything in the age to come, for 
e has given everything to the son, and the church is his beloved. 


Now that we have answered the question who is the church, let us 
answer the question, who is the church these days: 


The church these days is a group of igo who are eager to be rich 
and successful because their God in heaven is very rich 


The church these ~_ are a group of people who will not die nor suffer 
shame, stagnation, delay or any of that kind of stuff, because it is not 
their portion 


The church these days is a group of people who spend half their prayer 
time against enemies such as their mother-in-law, neighbor, colleague or 
business man (who owns the shop next to theirs) for i a their 
destiny and success in life and the other half commanding breakthrough 
and open doors. 


The church these days is a group of people who secure their finances 
and livelihood by regularly and meticulously paying their first fruits, 
tithes and offerings to a local assembly (and | mean the very altar 
where you are tapping from, otherwise it wont work). 


The church these days is a group of people who are taking over by 
planting branches of their organization all over the world and their 
population enlarging by the day. 


The church these days is a group of people who submit to a papa who 
submits to another papa who submits to another papa 


The church of today is a people amongst whom the doctrine of Christ is 
played down on and the doctrine of self is exalted. 


The church of today (if you can identify her) is nowhere close to whom 
she’s supposed to be, the church is far an er assignment, the church is 
fast swerving from the path of Christ, HELP oh Lord, the church is 
losing her focus! 


This is our year of breakthrough, this is our year of unlimited expansion, 
this is our year of leaps and bounds, this is our year of monumental 
increase, this is indeed our season of Plenty. If | may ask, when is it going 
to be our year of dying to self, our year of the full stature of Christ, our 
year of being crucitied with Christ, our season of suffering with Christ? 
When? Any defendant of the other gospel will tell you uhpnmmmmm, we 
can grow in leaps and bounds and die to the world. we can be crucified 
with Christ and still breakthrough, we can have plenty and be full of 
Christ, but this is only a fake defense because they really don't. In this 
generation, scriptures that highlight ich | and riches are 
emphasized while scriptures that emphasize denying self and selfish 
desires are left alone, and if you understand human nature, whatever 
you emphasize is prominent in the hearts of people and what you do 
not emphasize lies low in the hearts of people. 


The Christ we serve emphasizes dying to the world and seeking the 
kingdom of God, Matthew 6:25 the apostles emphasized dying to flesh 
and all fleshly desires and living for Christ Romans 8:13, the church today 
emphasizes seeking the world and the Kingdom together (as though 
that were possible). The Lord knew this ahead of time when he taught 
us that we cannot serve two masters at a time Matthew 6:24; we cannot 
serve God and Mammon. 


| have to acknowledge that the church vessibons in Africa) is coming 
from a place where godliness was closely associated with poverty an 
austerity. So Christians of that time like to pride and parade themselves 
around looking tattered, no-make-up aced, wearing no jewelry, using no 
creams and perfumes, wearing old worn-out jackets, straight faced 
(looking sine to the left nor to the right), clutching their bibles under 
their armpits and singing hymns as they go by. As other generations 
came by, they realized that Christianity and poverty are not covenanted 
and began to reform the ideologies of looking tattered and wearing no 
jewelry. Unfortunately, the enemy crept in wal now we have a set bs 
Christians who because they dont have to look tattered, say to 
themselves if | wear an expensive suit, they will believe me better (have 
you heard the evil rhetoric if they see my car, they will follow me to my 


God ?). 


We now have Christians who say they are ‘Godly and slaying (why we 
need to slay, | know not), Christians who say we need money to preac 
the gospel. Let me answer this real quick, NO, we DONT need money 
to preach the gospel, what we need is COMMITTED believers to preach 
the gospel. And this is where it gets tricky; how can you say you don't 
tio money to preach the gospel, didn't you buy the laptop you're 
typing on with money, didnt you buy data to put your eBook online, 
ont we need money to pay IV and radio stations? Don't we need 
money to print tracts and books? Here comes the answer; we don't need 
money more than we need talents (speaking, writing, editing), energy 
and time. Why don't we use the phrase ‘we need time to preach the 
gospel’, or ‘we need talent to preach the gospel’, or ‘we need energy to 
preach the gospel’, why? Answer: our eyes are focused on MONEY, as 
such we will emphasize it under the guise of needing it to preach the 


gospel. What God needs and has always needed is a SERVANT WHO 
WILL GO! 


Christianity has come a long way, from the time of her birth to times 
when she spread her Ae: abroad, from when she was heinously 
ersecuted by Jewish and Roman authorities to when she became a tool 
omination, from times when a group of people seized the faith, 
thwarted her doctrines to accommodate doctrines that support the 
ina until the time of the reformations and to this day, she indeed 
as come a long way. 


With the series of reformations that have taken place amongst 
adherents of the faith and all the sects and denominations that follow 
these reformations (Roman Catholic, Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, 
Episcopalian e.t.c), the litany of assemblies under the banner of 
Pentecostals are today the aulesk yuppiest, (forgive my English) 
energetic, charismatic, zealous and driven set o é ristians. In fact one 
eae that would really suit these group of Christians would be drunk (as 
the early church was once accused of), and this is not a bad thing as the 
bible admonishes believers to be drunk with the Holy ghost, but what 
exactly we (yes | am one) Evangelicals/Pentecostals are drunk with 
today is our subject of discussion. 


So now looking at whom she’s meant to be from the scriptures, can we 
say she is there? Definitely no. But she has to get there, because Christ 
i poe come for a bride who is ready, whose garments are without 
spots and wrinkles, a bride who has trimmed her lamp and has carried 
along extra oil, a servant who is diligent in her assignment, a soldier 
wrth. Fa at her duty post, a watchman wide awake, watching and 
praying, a church indeed ready. Can we say that the church of today is 
getting there? Not really, because she has ial comfortable with the 
world, she has lost her focus! 


Come on Simi, how can you arbitrarily say the Church has lost her 
focus? who made you judge? with what parameters did you judge? and 
why do you judge in the first place? So that's exactly what we're going to 
do in this little book of mine, judge ourselves like the bible admonishes 
us and see if we are still on track, or like Simi and her cohorts like to 
assert: She has lost her focus. And hear this, some of us (by God's grace) 
will not stand by and watch our faith derail altogether, watch as our 
father's house is turned into a den of thieves, watch as the doctrines of 
Christ are replaced with the doctrines of humans, watch as the church 
leaves the path set out for her for another, watch the world who need 
the light that the church carries drown in darkness because the light of 
the ach is getting dimmer and dimmer, some of us are watchers, 
some of us are prophets, sounding the call for revival in our generation 
(believe it or not). 


lam rich not poor 


So, some of us agree that the Pentecostal movement which is at the 
forefront of evangelizing the world today has lost her focus. Some of us 
also agree that money matters and materialism isn't the only reason for 
this deviation of focus, but we can all agree that it is a cardinal force in 
the movement today. || cannot be poor’, Jesus was poor so | can be rich, 
‘| have access to kingdom wealth’, we need money to preach the gospel, 
‘| would rather be an Abraham than a Lazarus’, these and many more 
catch-phrases characterize this movement's lust for money and material 
a oegian Biblical justifications you hear in most of our assemblies 
include: 


¢ It is the Lord who gives you power to become rich 
(paraphrased)Deuteronomy 8:18 

¢ You will lend to nations sli not borrow 
(paraphrased)Deuteronomy 15:6 

¢ The riches of the gentiles shall be yours (paraphrased) Isaiah 61:6 


While these are scripture, many such scripture abound which say 
otherwise, example: 


e It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of God(paraphrased)Matthew 
19:24 

¢ Those who want to be rich fall into diverse temptations 
(paraphrased) 1 Timothy 6:9 

¢ The love of money is the root of all evil (paraphrased)! Timothy 6:10 

« Some people, craving money, have eat from the faith and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows(paraphrased)] 
Timothy 6:10 


Even though there is more scripture pointing to the humble state of a 
believer in this world than there is scripture depicting the believer as 
affluent in material things, still this movement especially in this 
generation has gone ahead to convince adherents that riches and 
material possessions in the world today are an inheritance and a must 
for believers. In fact, the belief as it has been established today is one 
that tells the believer him or her isn’t working right if they are of humble 
means; it has to be that they're not paying their tithes (and completely) 
to command open heavens, or did not give their first fruits as this 
guarantees blessings the rest of the year, or are not honoring their 
prophets which is the way to prosperity or are not participating in the 
assembly's building project which assures whatever the believer is 
building will prosper. 


A typical Sunday sermon 
Topic: Principles of Kingdom wealth (Part 1) 
Preacher: Papa 


Sermon notes: 


Every Christian is born again into a wealthy family and has a right to 
kingdom prosperity Deuteronomy 8:18. Any believer who is poor a 
him/herself to blame, but for you to activate that prosperity, you need to 
know the principles; the principles are like keys that you need to unlock a 
door. Lets take for example, a son who has been gifted a big house full 
of riches and treasures by his father. 


Papa asks: If the father has signed the deed in the son’s name and 
given it to him, does the house and alll of its treasures belong to the son? 
Congregation answers: Yes sir 


Papa continues sermon: In a house there is a main door and there are 
other doors to inner rooms. 

Papa asks: If the son gets to the house (that is legally his), can he enter 
through the door without a key? 

Congregation answers: No sir 


Papa continues sermon: So, you see, even though the house and 
everything belongs to him, without the RIGHT KEYS (emphasis the right 
keys) to open the doors of the house, he can never access those riches. 
Congregation: Hmmmmm, word, preach it! 


So this plot is a good one, it soeaks wisdom too, and it is very relatable 
except that it is orchestrated Ey a covetous spirit, this | know because at 
the end of the day, the son’s focus is on the riches, meanwhile Jesus 
admonishes us to be glad not about our riches in heaven, not about 
demons who obey us, but that our names are written in the book of life 
Luke 10:17-20. God said to Abraham, | am your exceeding great reward 
Genesis 15:], Stephen was being stoned to death but as long as he was 
azing at the son of man an ee his glory, he was satisfied to 
die to this world Acts 7:55-60, Paul's highest desire was to know him and 
the power of Christ's resurrection Philippians 3:10. No matter how good 
the plot of the story, or the scriptures quoted here and there to give it 
authenticity, the motive reveals itself at the end: a lust for riches an 
material possessions. 
Lest | forget to give you the rest of the sermon; Papa continues, now 
write down these four principles of kingdom wealth: 


¢ Tithes and Offerings - Malachi 3:10. If you must access kingdom 
wealth, you must be a faithful tither, as according to the scripture, 
and then will God open the windows for you san rebuke the 
devourer on your behalf. Some of you, the reason why your children 
are falling ill all the time or your car is breaking down all the time is 
because you're not paying your tithe. If you will not give it to God, 
the devourer is free to go after you, sickness is a devourer, car 
breakdown is a devourer, sack from work is a devourer. (To be 
honest with you, my car breaking down is very frustrating. Maybe it's 
because | havent paid tithe in a while or maybe it's just Eecoitea it's 
an old car). Listen to the truth of the matter, if you're not a tither, 
things will be tight! 


« First fruits - Proverbs 3:9-10. People of God, this is the word of the 
Lord, not my word. Honor the Lord with your first fruits, so shall thy 


barns be filled with PLENTY. If you dont want lack all through the 
year, then honor the Lord with your first fruit. 


Believe and honor God's prophet - 2 Chronicles 20:20, Matthew 10: 
4]-42. Listen, the anointing and grace you honor is what will work for 
you. Show me a person le doesn't honor their prophet and | will 
show you a person who will keep on struggling, they will never 
prosper because the scriptures cannot tag a en. 


Kingdom investment - Galatians 6:7. Brethren the bible says, God is 
not mocked, whatever a person sows, one must reap. When we say 
give, you think we are trying to collect your money, it's only for your 
own good, for whatsoever you sow, you shall reap. And where better 
to sow than in the house of God. This ministry is a very fertile 

round, listen to the testimonies coming from this altar, and youl 
capes that the grace is working. 


| prophesy to you (congregation: | receive) that as you practice these 

rinciples, your barns will overflow (thunderous amen), youll never 
caenies anymore (thunderous amen), poverty will be far from you 
(thunderous amen), the people who used to laugh at you will now laugh 
with you (thunderous amen), go and prosper in Jesus name (thunderous 
Ameeeeeeen). 


Preachers of today deliberately play down on the fact that Jesus was of 
humble means and lived that way alll his life, the apostles were not 
people of means and after they believed Christ never sought to be, the 
early church were constantly admonished not to pursue money or 
material possessions, and if you have not realized it, whatever you as a 
preacher highlights becomes highlighted and whatever you play down 
on stays periphery. 


Preachers who are at the forefront of this movement today continue to 
use their power, authority, voice, platform, messages to encourage 
covetousness and greed thereby taking the eyes and focus of the people 
from their Lord(heavenly ating, poet is a it on themselves (earthly 
focus). Make no mistake, the bible doesn’t admonish the believer to 
court poverty Proverbs 16:26, 2 Thessalonians 3:10, but neither does the 
bible admonish the believer to seek riches Matthew 6:25, 1 Timothy 69, 
the bible in its entirety admonishes the believer to work diligently and be 
content | Timothy 6:6, Matthew 6:32-33. 


Those of us who believe in the move of God in these last days must 
deliberately shun this deadly concept that has crept in to our precious 
faith and preach this peer er sincerity of heart, not lusting after the 
things of the world, and with what possession God gives us preach this 
gospel fervently. We must not be attached to material things nor be 
averse to them, let us strive to speak like Apostle Paul; | have learnt to 
abound and to abase Phili pians 4:12, let us be content, for Godliness 
with contentment is indeed great gain. 


Tithes and First fruits 


This topic has become a huge stumbling block in the body of Christ 
today because even though it isn't a doctrine of Christ, it has become 
the backbone of many ministries. 


There was this sneaker | bought for my son and it was good at the time, 
but as time passed, the skin began to wear off and it wasn't so good 
anymore so he wore it less and less often. One day, when | i him 
to wear sneakers and he didn't have any other to wear, | just reasoned 
that the old worn out one could still serve, after all it still fit and he 
wasnt going for a fashion parade anyway, so | reached out for the old 
worn out sneakers, put it on him and off to school he went. Because it 
was the school day of sports, it was very convenient for him to bounce 
and play about in even though the skin was worn out. On the next 
school sport day, | hesitated, but still decided he should wear the worn 
out shoes because he didn't have another and it served well the other 
time (even though it was worn out). Afterwards, on the set school sport 
days, | would not hesitate to put those same shoes on his feet and off to 
school he would go happily. My hesitance to him putting on worn out 
shoes gradually wore out with continuous use until there wasn't any 
more. But one day, he came home from school in his sports attire and 
the worn out shoes, and | was just ashamed, ashamed that | had let 
— tolerate him wearing worn-out shoes because it indeed looked 
ad. 


The doctrine of first fruits and tithes is like those worn out shoes, worn 
out just like the old covenant is worn out Hebrews 8:13, worn out with the 
coming of Jesus Christ who has fulfilled all requirements of the old 
covenant Romans 10:4 and shed his blood to secure a new and better 
covenant for us Hebrews 8:6. But for expediency, a need to finance 
extravagant projects we baptize as ministry, some people have pulled 
out old worn out laws to enslave the people of God. 


Simi but why are you so concerned about tithe? if you don't want to pay, 
just don't pay. Does the bible not say ‘a little leaven leavens the whole 
pee Galatians 5:9, Some people at some point after the apostles (this 
practice was never recorded anywhere concerning the apostles and the 
early church), introduced this, the church tolerated it or just looked the 
other way and here we are today with majority of Pentecostals (the tool 
for God's move today) believing and preaching that if you don't pay 

our tithes and first Pruit oull not prosper. Like the leavened dough, we 
anal become bloated with emptiness. 


There is a reason why Christ Jesus charged tolerance of false doctrines 
against the church in Pergamum and Thyatiro Revelations 2, there is a 
reason why we must fight the wrong roots in our midst, like the adage 
goes the norm one generation tolerates, becomes the normal for the 
next generation. That is why | am fighting the wrong roots in my father's 
house and that is why you must fight as well. 


Simi, but you haven't really proven the doctrine is not right, I'll proceed 
to do that immediately (for the sake of this generation whom ais 
become enslaved to this doctrine, because for a liberated mind, that the 
old covenant has passed away and a new one has taken its place is 
enough). But like | said, the church has tolerated this so iid i that it has 

ecome a strong and heavy chain in the minds of believers, one needs 
serious force to break them out of it. 


What is tithe? 


Simply put, a tenth part (one in ten) of a person’s proceeds, income, 
yield commanded by God through Moses to be given to God through 
the priests Leviticus 27:30-32. It is collected from every increase, for the 
mostly farmer Jew, meaning every harvest or shearing season (of 
animals). It was to be stored at designated places, and distributed to the 
priests and Levites whose portion was the service of the Lord and his 
temple, and therefore had to be taken care of Numbers 18:24. God was 
also magnanimous to see that widows, orphans, foreigners and any 
categories of persons who just couldn't provide for themselves were also 
helped form this storehouse. Deuteronomy 14:28. It is also important to 
note that the Jews were to at sometimes take a tithe of their earnings, 
go to a designated place and waste it by feasting Deuteronomy 12:5-7. 


What is first fruit? 


In the Jewish culture, there are farming seasons consisting of land 
preparation, seed sowing, weeding, nurturing and aie dy Aneel . This 
time of harvest was obviously a very joyous time as barns were full and 
it was even marked with the Festival of harvest Exodus 23:16. God again 
commanded through Moses that Jewish believers bring to the 
Temple/Priests the very first part of their harvest called first fruits. 


In all of these commandments, the character of God is shown to any 
discerning believer, as the scripture says; to the people God showed his 
acts, but to Moses he showed his ways Psalm 103:7. 


It is God's way that we have different functions in the house of God, 
some will be called solely to preach and teach the word of God, for 
which they must give themselves wholly to the study of the word and to 
prayer, as such, tes have to be cared for much like the priest and 
Levites who had no inheritance but to serve the Lord and maintain the 
service of his temple had to be cared for. 

The spirit behind this is to care for those given solely to the work of the 
ie hy It is also important to note that the rest of the people are also 
doing their part of the work of God in engaging in other businesses. 
From this law we also see the heart of God tor those who can't fend for 
themselves (did Jesus not say there will always be the poor among you?). 


Equally the law of the first fruits was instituted so it can entrench in the 
heart of the believer that everything him/her has comes from God, and 
the believer must learn to acknowledge the Lord as the source of his/her 
being and continued being. 


Jesus said to us, the summation of all the laws of God was Love the 
Lord your God with all your life (paraphrased) Matthew 22: 36-40 and 
also love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus explaining this to us, made us 
understand that it we're working with Christ and understand this 
principle which is the summation of the laws, we automatically fulfill 
these laws. For example, Jesus worked on the Sabbath which was 
against the law, but we know that Jesus loved and obeyed God and 
loved those whom he healed, as such he had fulfilled the laws: he was 
walking on the principle itself not the letters of the law. 


That is why for us believers today, we do not walk according to the 
letters of the law, but on the principle on which it rests, principles that 
are eternal and can never fade: Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and all your soul and all your strength and love your neighbor as 

ourself. If you truly love the Lord, youll give to his children, his ministers, 
bis work, the poor and the needy (because they are the works of his 
hands) and even to your perceived enemy (because God causes the rain 
to fall on the righteous and unrighteous alike). The principle and the way 
of God is simple: Love, Give. 


As this generation continues to be awakened on this issue, proponents of 
this doctrine aka. those who have built their ministries and livelihoods on 
this doctrine continue to defend a lie vehemently. A new twist in the 
defense of this is ‘there was tithing even before the law. This is to answer 
the accusation that they are asking believers to keep the letters of the 
law, when the bible clearly states that we are of the new and not old 
covenant, as such the law doesn't apply to us. So lets go ahead to 
answer this (as answer we must) 


We: since tithing was before the law, which are we practicing in the 
church today? The tithing before the law or the tithing under the law? 
Them: The one before the law, as the bible says Abraham gave a tithe 
to Melchizedek the King of Salem and priest of God Genesis 14:20 


We: So who commanded Abraham to give Melchizedek a tithe? 
Them: No one, he did it of his own accord and volition (So it was a free 
will offering) 


We: How many times did Abraham give Melchizedek a tithe? 
Them: Once that we know of (so he wasnt compelled to give it again 
and again) 


We: Did God bless Abraham for giving Melchizedek a tenth of the 
spoils he took from war? 

Them: No (Abraham was already blessed of God Genesis 13, he only 
honored the priest of God) 


We: Did God rebuke the devourer and open up the heavens for 
Abraham because he gave a tithe to Melchizedek? 

Them: No (Again, Abraham was blessed of God because he was made 
the righteousness of God by reason of his faith in God). 


Honoring the priest of God, rescuing his nephew Lot. giving back the 
rest of the people and property to the King of Sodom flowed from him 
naturally because he was a friend of God 


We: Since you say, the tithing you're practicing isn't the tithing under the 
law, but of Abraham and Melchizedek, and we have just seen that 
Abraham was not blessed because he gave a tithe, he gave it once and 
he gave it of his own volition, why do you teach a tithe doctrine that 
says to the people bring 10% of your earning every month to our 
assembly so God can ae you and rebuke the devourer for your sake? 
Them: That's what we do in our ministry (or thats what our papa says 
We: Our point exactly, you hold on and continue to teach lies just 

aches it benefits your ministry (this is what we have been saying a 
along). 


Am sure you're already feeling the heat of what is going on in the body 
of Christ, but let's continue because this wrong doctrine cannot be left to 
emotions, it has to be refuted as vehemently as it is defended. The 
argument of ‘tithing has been before the law just came up lately and we 
have dealt with that, but let's deal with other defense of +P doctrine. 


Them: Yes we recognize that this law is found in the old testament, but 
does the fact that we are Christians mean we should disobey the laws of 
the old testament? 

We: No, as Christians, living and walking in Christ is fulfilling the laws of 
the old testament. For example, under the law you had to appear before 
the Lord's temple in Jerusalem at designated times of the year, but now 
we do not need to go to Jerusalem, a as we worship him In spirit 
and in truth, we have obeyed the spirit of that law. 


Them: Okay, you have made the point that no one should be compelled 
to bring a particular percentage to the assembly, but we choose to 
continue to give our 10% voluntarily, what's the problem? 

We: The s&h is you still have a mentality a 3 the law, and 
approaching God on that basis undermines the sacrifice that Jesus 
Christ made on our behalf. Worse still we teach people to relate to God 
on a wrong premise. (Have you heard believers who say | cannot be sick 
because | pay my tithe? So now we do not have life and health because 
Jesus paid the price, we have it because we pay our tithe; that's the 
problem). 


Them: Okay we've heard, but this is how we support the ministry, this 
ministry preaches the word of God to the world and money is neede 
(Assembly halls, cars, fuel, salaries, billboards, honorariums) to run a 
ministry successfully, we need money to preach this gospell 

We: Ministry is preaching Christ to a dying world, ee you need do is 
preach, all that you need for that ministry will be provided. Jesus 
preached the kingdom of God to the world, and God provided what he 
needed for that ministry, he didn't ask anybody for tithe, the people 
gave freely to his ministry. Jesus sent out his disciples to preach and he 
said to them, whatever is offered you take; God provided for them 
through people who gave them voluntarily, they didn't demand anyone's 
tithe and first fruit. 


The early church preached this gospel fervently to their world, the 
people h Aina gave cheerfully of their own accord, no one 
demanded tithes and first fruits from them. Why do we now take away 
the freedom that Christ paid for and enslave his people? Why do we 
promise them blessings if they tithe when receiving Christ is 1 Met 
without end? Why do we concoct extravagant projects in the name of 


ministry and place the burden upon the people? Why can't we just 
preach TRUTH, and let God fend for himself? 


Speaking on why Christians are not required to pay tithes and first 
fruits; these are boas of the old testament, of which their principle alone 
not letters apply to a Christian today. All laws were given by God and 
rest on two principles like Jesus explained to us, so we need not keep the 
letters of the law, but if we operate the principle of Christ; the principle 
of love, we have fulfilled those laws. Something else, if we are required to 
ay tithes (as some erroneously claim), why don't we keep the other 
ite A ihe of laws under the old covenant some of which include: 


-Not to eat mixtures of milk and meat Exodus 34:26 

-Not to eat pork Leviticus 11:7 

-Not to eat non-kosher creatures Leviticus 11 

-Observe the laws of menstrual impurity Leviticus 15:19 

-Men must not shave the hair off the sides of their head Leviticus 19:27 
-A priest with a physical blemish must not serve Leviticus 21:17 

-Not to work the land during the seventh year, and the fiftieth year 
Leviticus 25:4, 25:1] 

-Not to lend with interest Leviticus 25:37 

-Every male to celebrate the festival of unleavened bread, festival of 
harvest and festival of shelters Deuteronomy 16:16 

-Men must not wear women clothing and vice versa Deuteronomy 22:5 
-Not to wear clothing woven from wool and linen Deuteronomy 22:11 
-Marry the widow of one’s childless brother Deuteronomy 25:5 


Why do these preachers ask congregants to keep the laws that only 
have to do with money? Does the bible not say f you wish to keep the 
law, you must keep all the law? James 2:10 So if tithes are under the law, 
and we must keep them, so we must keep alll other laws, and if they 
argue it was before the law, then it isn't compulsory, Abraham gave 

sh nl Isaac gave none, neither did Jacob. And just before these 
dubious people argue Isaac and Jacob paid tithe through Abraham, 
then let the people be, Jesus has paid for them too. Look at it from any 
angle, the ONLY reason for this erroneous doctrine today is a means to 
fund what we call ministry today. 


Come to think of it, the church in Acts 4&5 gave cheerfully as they were 
led, but Ananias and Sapphira gave for show. If they didn't give, no one 
would have troubled them, but they gave to be seen and thought highly 
of by others which is why they lied about the amount they sold their 
property, and they died for it. 


How can Apostle Peter condemn the act of people who were giving to 
the ministry? (and the ministry really needed the money) because it was 
first and foremost about their heart, the truth and not primarily about 
money. Why was Apostle Peter not afraid that if something ba 
happened to Ananias and Sapphira, it would discourage the believers 
from giving and hamper the work of the ministry? And lo the fear of 
God came upon the people afresh Acts 5:11 and caused them to walk 
right; the ministry moved even further because it is the Lord’s work and 
he will provide for his work. 


We must as a matter of Love and fear of God, preach the undiluted, 
uncorrupted word of God to a dying world. Understanding that this 
gospel is the only salvation for humanity, it must be anos: with 
utmost sincerity, we cannot twist the scripture, tell a little lie, cut corners 
here and there; This gospel must be preached TRULY! 


What's that music | hear! 


It is fast paced, it's a harmony of many instruments laced with sonorous 
voices, it makes you move faites or not you want fo} the lyrics rhyme 
(not necessarily in accordance with scripture), its church music- 
Pentecostal style! 


Admonition to praise 

Papa: Praise is a two-edged sword in the hand of a believer; it is the 
missing link in the lives a many believers. Praising God will do two 
things for you 


1) It will deliver your blessings to you speedily. Psalms 67: 5-6 If you have 
prayed and prayed and nothing happened, then it is time to praise. 
Have you ever gone to an occasion and a dignitary was present, then 
the praise-singers begin to call out his name, saying things he did and 
those he didnt, ascribing to him titles upon titles (and this is very true in 
our society), whether or not that person wants to spray money on the 
raise-singer, he is forced to do so because of all the praises hans 
igtesonsti on him (congregation laughs). Now imagine that you are 
praising the King arian and the Lord of lords, the maker of heaven 
and earth, the one who owns the cattle on a thousand hills 
(congregation hmnmmmms). The bible says; let the people praise thee, 
then the earth will yield her increase. People of God, it is a true saying 
that when praises go up, blessings come down. Listen you can pray 
amiss but you cannot praise amiss. 
Congregation: Hallelujah 


2) You will execute judgment on your enemies. Psalm 149:6-9 Praise is a 
God-ordained weapon in the hand of a believer to subdue the enemy. 
When you praise God, He will fight your battles. Do you not realize that 
the a of Israel usually go to war with the ark carried by priests 
and accompanied by Levites blowing trumpets, playing tambourines 
and other kinds of instruments? Did you not read that when King Saul 
was troubled by an evil spirit, he sent for David who played skillfully on 
the harp and then the evil spirit would leave him? 
When we say praise, you see some people putting their hands in their 
pockets and feeling cool, you cannot do efizzy for God o. There are 
issues in your life that can never be resolved without praise. 
You dont need to be restrained, move the chair if it's obstructing your 
movement, change your neighbor if your neighbor is forming efizzy 
(after all youre the one who knows what you need from God), dance like 
ou have never danced before and see God decorate your life with 
eke s, give God your highest praise and see that difficult situation in 
your life be ina in Jesus name. 
Congregation: Ameeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 


Papa: Now that we know we have victory through praise, let's dance like 
never before as the choir leads us in a session ot HOT praise. 


Praise 


Call: Bye bye to poverty e 
Response: Bye bye to poverty e 
Calk Bye bye to jatijati 
Response: Bye bye to jatijati 
Call In the name of Jesus 
Response: Bye bye to poverty e. 


lt is an unmistakable characteristic of the Pentecostal movement today; 
loud, electrifying and body-moving music. Any minister who wants to 
succeed in ministry in our day needs to have this in place. 


Music is God's creation and one look at our planet or solar system, you 
can see and feel the music, rhyme and rhythm of our creator. We 
humans through the ages have turned to music for every situation of 
life: be it the arrival of a new born babe or the death of a loved one, the 
romantic songs of a couple in love or the bitter laments of the heart- 
broken lover, the victorious songs of a conqueror in war or the sorrowing 
dirge of the conquered under the yoke, we humans SING. 

Let me remind you of a bible passage/song you might know; 


By the rivers of Babylon, Where we sat down, 
And where we were, when we remembered Zion. 
By the rivers of Babylon, Where we sat down, 
And where we were, when we remembered Zion. 


When the wicked carried us away captivity 
Required from us a song 
How can we sing the Lord's song in a strange land 


So let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 
Be acceptable in thy sight oh Lord 


Today, as we sing that song curled from Psalm 137, we see ourselves in 
the shoes of those Jews who were taken captive by the Babylonians and 
what they went through. We read the bible to understand that God let 

is own chosen people be captured because they disobeyed him (and 
yes indeed if we disobey today we are sure that he will let captors rule 
over us). We read further at we understand that even in their captivity, 
God did not forsake them totally; he promised through prophets 
Jeremiah Jeremiah 29:10 and Ezekiel Ezekiel 34:11-13 that he would bring 
them back from captivity to their land (indeed our God is tenderhearted 
and is mindful that we are but flesh). We continue to read an 
understand by the word of God that even under such calamitous 
situations, some dedicated people (Daniel, Hananaih, Misheal and 
Azariah) Daniel 3&6 held on to their God and saw the deliverance of 
God even in a foreign land, causing the people to hallow the name of 
the God of Israel. This is why we sing; to put the word of God on our lips 
Psalm 34(as it should be continually) to remind ourselves of the 
faithfulness of God Pslam 136, to show forth his praise to all people 
Psalm 9:11, to obey him Psalm 148:5 (as it is a command to praise him), to 
make merry Psalm 98:4 and because we love him Psalm 116. 


It is indeed a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, with our voices, 
our dance aa our instruments, our substance and indeed our lives, but 
what worries me and indeed any true discerning believer is the real 
reason why we sing and dance in our assemblies today. From the must- 
have high-end equipment, to the ostentatiously dressed choristers to why 
we are asked to praise (for blessings and for pe aie of our enemies). No 
wonder we have ditched the more traditional singing of hymns (echoin 
our faith through the ages) to concocting our own songs, many of w ic 
are spiritually deficient (but not to worry, were singing and dancing). 


It is also worthy of note that since music is a universal language, we 
have creatively arranged and positioned the music ministry not only to 
bring in people but to keep them coming again and again. | mean, it's 
the same reason people go to night clubs right; dance away your sorrow, 
feel good right now forget about tomorrow, have fun, don't worry about 
the consequences of your ways, party hard, you might not have 
tomorrow. Sincerely people just need a place to feel good despite their 
ways, and if we can tune our music right, theyll come running to our 
doorsteps. While God created the music ministry to lead in the praise 

and worship of his name, it's also for believers to contemplate their ways 
and reecho their faith. That is why the writer wrote a song about their 
captivity in Babylon. But | doubt the songs we sing these days hallow the 
name of God, help us contemplate our ways and reecho our faith (to be 
fair we have had great songs in our generation), many of them just 
make us move our bodies and tell us we're going to get what we want. 


word on our lips in a song, to make merry and because we love God but 
NOT so he can bless us or subdue our enemies. Blessings and defeat of 
the enemy are automatic as long as we belong to Christ, it is not why we 
should praise God. This is the major error | see in the Pentecostal 
movement today, do this so you can get this, do this other so you can 
get that, at the end of the day, it's about what you want to get, about 
what you want, about YOU. 

| am not planning to stop singing and dancing (even loudly and 
vigorously) anytime soon, nor should anyone, But we must learn to sin 
and dance because we love God and love to obey his commands, pat i 
that is the case, the lyrics of our song will show it; whom God is, not what 
we want. (Again let me reiterate sincerely that we have had great 
spiritual songs in this generation, a pene 4 that there are remnants and 
we thank God for this). Abeg make una no vex, make we try dey sing 
hymns, they make sense. 


Binding and casting the devil and his cohorts 


If you have been in the Pentecostal circles long enough, you'll agree with 
me that business sorry ministry is booming and there are so man 
branches of ministry you can specialize in depending on your skill set. 
One of such branches that ensures a large congregation, their 
substance as well as their loyalty is the branch that deals with binding 
and casting of devils. 


Every altar speaking against your life, from your mother’s side or from 
your father's side, | a them today in the name of Jesus (thunderous 
Amen), every curse against your destiny, | reverse it now in the name of 
Jesus iuaheaeen amen) every power holdin your portion, | command 
them to release it now in the name of Jesus (thunderous amen), 
anybody that says you will not succeed (Holy ghossst fire), you are free, 
go and prosper in Jesus name (thunderous hianmen To be honest 
once in a while. | say amen to these prayers, because where | come from, 
there are way too many shrines, altars, curses flying up and down, bad 
men and women consulting gods and spirits in ie and heinous places, 
and people in our work places who have vowed we will not succeed 


(Hahaha). 


Also, is it not the deeds of our ancestors that has kept us in this state of 
lack and want, diseases and bloodshed? you know, those our ancestors 
who sold their brothers as slaves, used their mothers for ritual, threw 
twins into the evil forest, buried slaves alive, married their blood 
relations, condemned women who gave birth to albinos as adulterers, 
drank the blood of animals and poured out the rest as libation, in fact 
with such a great cloud of evidence around us, | dont see this branch of 
ministry running out of loyal subjects anytime soon. So again | pray for 
you, may the power on this our ministry altar fight against every altar 
speaking against your life in the name of Jesus. 


Even though Jesus as well as the apostles cast out demons, the ideology 
practiced today in African Pentecostal settings was developed and 
established by Africans and you can see why. Endemic poverty and 
belief of cause (spiritual) and effect (physical) has helped to grow this 
branch of ministry. Africans were spiritual long before missionaries 
stepped foot on our continent. Our ancestors may have been 
worshipping a litany of other gods, but the fact | want to point out here 
is that they had an understanding that there was both a physical realm 
and a spiritual realm and that what transpires in the spiritual is seen 
and felt in the physical. Thank God for the work of missionaries, large 
numbers of people in Africa today identify as Christians, even though 
there are large numbers of Muslims, traditionalists, and people who 
practice a combination of two or more of these religions. 


For Christians in the northern part of Nigeria, the other religion that 
contends with their faith is Islam (being the dominant religion in the 
north), but for the southern Christian, the major contending faith is the 
— worship (Christianity being the dominant religion in the 
south). 


Without doubt, every southern Nigerian Christian can trace one or two 
ancestors who were idol worshippers, and this idol worship is fused with 
the culture. Adherents are all still seen around us today. It therefore 
becomes a challenge when a Christian needs to choose which traditions 
to go by or to even define what culture is Christian and which is 

AB If you understand these traditional religions/cultures, you 
understand that a priest can invoke a curse upon you, your adversary 
can hire a dibia (witch doctor) against you, your family member can 
commit an atrocity that incurs the alk of the gods upon your family 
and all what not. 


With all these ideologies around and actually not so different from the 
system of the Jews (except the fact that they served one God), a new 
ideology begins to develop, incorporating iasledas and principles from 
both faith. So from the ideology that what happens in the spiritual 
controls the physical, we understand that our state of poverty and 
backwardness are not ordinary, somebody's hand is in it. so we cut off 
that hand in the name of Jesus. 


Five ladies in a family, all of marriageable age and none are married? 
That uncle that has tied something under the tree in your father's house 
so that none of you will get married, we say die by fire right now in the 
name of Jesus. You were doing business and began to prosper, after you 
visited the village and gave some money to your aunty in the village. 
since that day your business began to go down, that mirror where that 
witch (aunty) is calling your name poet fire in Jesus name. You just got 
married and your mother-in-law (who never wanted her son to marry 
you in the first place) came to visit made you a meal(we already know 
what happened, she put something in the food). since her visit. it's been 
one miscarriage after another. oya that pot where she has tied your 
womb catch fire right now in the name of Jesus. 


The issues bothering our lives in Africa are numerous (even though it 
can be summed up to poverty and ignorance), and as you can see 
somebodys hand is always in it, so we have to confront them, and now 
since we have a higher power at our disposal, we unleash it on our 
enemies. Such is the ideology by which these ministries function, but as 
people of understanding, let's examine what is TRUTH in light of the 
scriptures which are able to make us wise. 


Question: Does the spiritual realm exist? 
Answer: Yes it does Ephesians 6:12 


Question: Does what happen in the spiritual realm control what 
happens in the physical? 
Answer: Yes Jeremiah 1:5 


Question: So my business was doing well and after | visited my aunt in 
the village, it started to go down actually shows that she did something 
a with the money | gave her that is now affecting me 
negatively? 


Answer: Not necessarily, there are two or more things that could be the 
case 1) She is no witch, your business just started going down (as is the 
nature of businesses) coincidentally at the time you got back from the 
village, and since you have a need to blame someone else for your 
troubles, this was your preferred explanation. 2) Even if she is a witch 
and intends to do you iheli she can't because you're seated on a high 
place with Christ far above all principalities at powers Ephesians 2:6. 
Pray to God and work harder, God will always make a way for you 


Question: So my miscarriages were not caused by my mother-in-law? 
Answer: No, not if you're a believer (you are seated with Christ above 

rincipalities and powers), or maybe because they are chemicals you 
fous ingested before now, that make for fetal malformation leading to 
miscarriage or stress. Pray and believe God. he can correct every wrong 
situation 


Question: What about my family where | and my 4 elder sisters are of 
marriageable age and yet none of us is married, are you saying that my 
uncle is not the cause? 

Answer: No, not if you're believers (you already know why). It's most 
probable you ladies haven't seen any man you like or the man who likes 
any of you hasn't come around yet. My advice to you; stop sitting 

around spinning superstitions i who is doing something to you, dress up, 
go find a man you like and ask him out, he might just be the one. 


As you can see, ignorance is a big issue with the people, especially 
around here oar in this generation. But what | can't fully tell is if the 
preachers who keep making merchandise of the people in this branch of 
ministry are ignorant that believers in Christ live above the whirls of 
these principalities and powers, or they know so, but just keep stringing 
the people along to keep ministry going? | think its a combination of 
both in different proportions depending on the preacher. 


Believers in Christ must be fully aware that they have been given 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
powers of the enemy Luke 10:19. Even though we come from a culture 
where darkness rules, believers must learn to live a life of freedom and 
victory, our Lord has paid fully for it. Something else a believer must 
strive for is Wisdom, knowledge and understanding, for without 
knowledge, the people of God perish Hosea 4:6. If you are not married 
yet, or don't have a child yet, or don't have a job yet, or are not doing 
well in business or whatever issue of life you might be facing, pray to 
God about the situation, seek advice from professionals or people who 
have gone ahead of you in that area and do something to propel you in 
the direction you seek to go, but please, please, i hh diel your aunty, 
Uncle, mother-in-law, sch colleague, boss, and village people alone. 
Do yourself and every one of us i huge favor; get away from the 
influence of those miscreants or at best ignoramuses who tell you 
someone else is the source of your problems. 


The Cathedrals are back in vogue 


| have good news for you; next week is the official dedication of our 
120,000 seating capacity auditorium (thunderous claps, shouts and 
noise). You know nan we first set out to build the 50000 seater 
capacity auditorium we now use, some people said it wasnt possible, but 
we did it. When we conceived the vision for this 120,000 —— 
auditorium, even those close to me said to me; haba papa, but this has 
never been done anywhere in the world, and looking at the issues on 
ground; where would we get land mass for that kind of project, where 
would we get such resources? Would we get government approval and 
all what not. | must confess | didn't know it all of this would be done 
too, but one thing | know is that if God has said it, he will do it 
(Hallelujah). 


Nigeria is said to be home to some of the largest auditoriums for 
Christian worship in the world today, and it has definitely become a 
yardstick for measuring success in ministry among Pentecostals. History 
they say repeats itself, so let's see if this has happened before: oh yes it 
has, in Europe during the middle ages. 


As Christianity became more and more of an empire's religion ruled by 
the papacy, there was need for magnificent Church buildings to further 
enthrone the grandeur of the religion to the hearts of cas just like 
world powers Egypt, Assyria, Medo-Persia, Babylon, Greece, Rome ha 
done before her. Relics of great statues from these ancient world powers 
can still be seen in our world today and described in history books, but 
they are only relics (personally | hope to someday see the pyramids of 
Egypt and the coliseum, but they are only a testament that all earthly 
kingdoms will bow to the kingdom of God no matter how grand). 


Two things we learn from this; 1) This is the way and manner of worldly 
systems and 2) It always crumbles with the passage of time. Did Jesus 
not warn that his kingdom is not a worldly kingdom? John 18:36 Jesus 
taught that his kingdom was of heaven and therefor operated on 
heavenly principles not earthly ones, which is why in his kingdom, 
whoever is head should serve and not the other way round Mark 10:42- 
45. But the papacy wanted to be head of the dusk and yet run it like 
the worldly kingdoms around, so they rolled out canon laws to be 
obeyed by adherents, constituted a military wing, assigned themselves 
the power to kill and forgive sins, erected statues and what more, 
commissioned breathtaking buildings for worship, all in a bid to create a 
kingdom like the ones they see around. Didn't they know that just like 
the earthly kingdoms and empires before them, they would also rise and 
fall? Wither the magnificent cathedrals of Europe today? Some have 
become libraries, some mosques, others museums and many more 
empty. They didn't labor to build God's kingdom, they labored to build 


theirs. 


History is repeating itself today with the Pentecostals; we are eager to 
build ‘God’ a 120,000 seating capacity auditorium for our church 
services, and the people who come to worship (whom are actually God's 
building), we feed with chaff or don't feed at all. We give our strength to 
erecting buildings with brick and mortar, and tell the people that ‘en 
they give to the building project, God will build theirs speedily. We brag 
about finishing the buildings with tiles imported solely toa Italy as a 
mark of prosperity and if the people want to prosper like the ministry, 
they better sow a seed to this prosperous ministry. 


Any preacher who wants to be reckoned as anybody in our generation 
today must produce a standard building project to be counted amongst 
the high and mighty. So, even though we split from the papacy, we have 
gone ad to the same ideology. Now | know this is not prophecy we like 
to hear, but am not here to give prophecies to make people happy, am 
here to prophesy truth as it is; if we don't desist from venerating 
buildings, spending our strength on classic buildings and judging 
ourselves on the basis of the number of persons our auditorium seats at 
a 9°, those auditoriums will collapse just like those before them; some 

will become libraries, others mosques, others assembly lines of factories 
or even night clubs. Let this ring in the ears and hearts of anyone who 
cares to listen: God's word is true and will never change; God is building 
his house with Christ as the chief cornerstone and we as lively stones, | 
Peter 2:4&5 every other building besides this will fall like those before it! 


A new Papacy 


Few in this generation can articulate what the height of papal power 
felt like, but for some of us who try to imagine it (from the stories told us 
and the books weve read), we would fight to make sure nothing like that 
happens again. The excommunication order of persons or communities 
or even nations who disagree with papal decrees, the control and 
humiliation of kings and queens, the power to declare who lives and who 
dies, reserving for themselves alone the right to read and interpret the 
Bible, worse of all, declaring itself the only mediator between God and 
humanity. This is a horrifying picture and we don’t want any of such 
happening again, except that it is happening AGAIN! It is the rise of a 
new papacy. 


We: why must you bath with this particular water? 
Them: Because papa has blessed it 


We: Why haven't you travelled, you said you would? 
Them: Papa has not released me to trave 


We: We thank the Lord with you for the miracle God wrought in your 
ire 
Them: The God of my papa ---------- is a very powerful God. 


In fact, let me give you an overview of the testimony of today’s average 
believer. 


Testimony time, overcomers time 


Testifier: Brethren i ahaa the Lord 
Congregation: Hallelujah 


Testifier: Brethren | say praiseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee the Lord 
Congregation: Haaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalelujah 


Testifier: Brethren, truly the grace upon this commission is working. Last 
week Wednesday, during the communion service, Papa prophesied that 
there was someone here who has been experiencing delay in a 
particular project that was worth over millions of Naira, but that as this 
week has been declared our week of ‘no more delay’, nothing will stop 
me anymore, and | shouted amen. After the service, | met papa and he 
prayed for me, anointed my hands and told me to go and have no more 
delays. When | went to see the person in charge of the project, | stood 
on a queue because they were many people who wanted to see him. The 
first person who went in to see him came out and said the manager 
denied his request, the second person came out and said the same thing 
and that in fact the manager said he wasn't signing requests today. | 
became scared but suddenly | remembered the word that papa gave; 
that there shall be no more delay and | held on to it. | started speaking 
in tongues and prophesying the word. When it got to my turn to see the 
manager, he eh only a ce questions and then signed my paper. 
Congregation: (Thunderous clap) 


Testifier: | just want to bless the God of my papa -------- _ for confirming 
the word of his servant in my life, and | want to thank Papa, for all his 
prayers and care for me and my family, thank you very much 
papa(bowing). Brethren, the grace upon this commission is working, | 
really give God praise. 


If you read this testimony and thought, well what's the problem, then 
you are a part of those building the new papacy, and if you think nooo, 
something is not right here, then you're right, something is not right. 


The ideology that we need a mediator between us and God is back. 

Did the bible not tell us we have only one mediator? | Timothy 2:5 What 
is this ‘the God of my papa-------, is that God not so much your God? 
Why do we need to go through the papa to get to God? The testimony 
above is basically what the papa did, how the papoa’s anointing is 
working, how the papa’s word came to pass, how the papa is God-sent, 
how we should all tap into papa’s anointing so we can succeed. 


Let me retell this testimony in a way a Christian focused on God and 
not Papa should tell it: 


Me: Praise the Lord 
Congregation: Hallelujah 


Me: I've come to testify of God’s goodness and mercy upon my life. 
There's this project I've been working on for some time now, and it finally 
ot to the table of the manager, whom without his signature, | wouldn't 

Be able to access the capital | need to undertake the project. My 
husband and | kept praying about it but for over 3 months, the papers 
had not been ea and | began to lose hope. Last Thursday | went 
back to the manager's office and stood on the queue as there were 
many people to see him. The first man to see him came out frowning 
because the manager had declined to sign his papers, the second 
person went in and came out lamenting as kG fact he told the rest 
of us on the queue that the manager had said he wasn't signing any 
requests today. | was already discouraged about the project and now 
what was left of my hope was fading rapidly, but | remembered God's 
word that says ‘everything works together for our good’ Romans 8:28 
and | reasoned that whatever happened (whether or not the manager 
signed the papers), God will cause everything to work for my good, so 
with that mindset, | walked into the managers office. After asking me a 
few questions, he asked for my papers oa signed it, even | could hardly 
believe it. 

God focused congregation: (Clapping) Glory to God 


Me: What more, | found out that the company that was supposed to 
help me execute the project had issues with the regulatory agencies and 
as | speak to you now, their account is frozen, meaning if | had gotten 
those papers signed then, | would have proceeded to pay into the other 
company’s account and by now | would have been stranded, but | thank 
God that not only were the papers signed, but he also saved me from 
trouble | didn't even know about. What | thought was a delay, was God's 
way of keeping me out of trouble, indeed God makes everything work 
for our good. Praiseeee the Lord. 

God focused congregation: Haaaaalelujah. 


There is no other reason why our testimonies, our travels, our jobs, our 
marriages, our children, our relatives, our businesses, our lives indee 
should allude and be focused on the papa (or mama), except for the 
need of the papa(or mama) to have complete control over the lives of 
his(or her) congregants. Like Pope Innocent the 3rd once proclaimed: 
The successor of Peter is the Vicar of Christ: he has been established as 
a mediator between God and man, below God but beyond man; less 
than God but more than man; who shall judge all and be judged by no 
one. 


This is the general perception of the church today; locate and honor 
your prophet; otherwise you will not succeed, dont do anything without 
the approval of your spiritual cover; it is generational suicide, there are 
too many altars out there speaking against you; you need a stronger 
altar to speak on your behalf.which altar are you connected to? | am 
connected only to the altar in heaven where Christ has presented his 
precious blood once and for all and secured cleansing i my soul and 
the soul of all who believe. Hebrews 9:11-12 


Preachers of today have perfected a cult-like following of their 
congregants and taken rule over them. Like the papacy that wants to 
control all of Christendom (physical and s ritual), and decide who goes 
to heaven, hell or purgatory according to foe they follow the catholic 
canon laws, these small small papas want to control the living and 
breathing of their congregants, where they work, whom they marry, 
when they travel, what and when to build, whom they listen to aid 
whom they don't. They simply love to rule over the people and the 
people can hardly oe where else would they go? Let me not omit to 
mention here, that believers should honor their leaders in every capacity 
as the scripture commands and help them carry out the assignment they 
have been given, but not to hallow them or set them up as ll i 
Let us all be reminded that we're all sons not grandsons; we all have 
equal access to the father. We all have only one Lord and mediator, the 
rest of us are all but servants. NO ONE believer is the covering over 
another believer, Christ is our only covering, we're not serving the God of 
the pastor, we're serving OUR God. 


The Muslim issue 


There are so many things Christians disagree on but on the Muslim 
issue, most Christians in this generation have a unified stand: we DON'T 
like them and the reasons are not far-fetched. | may not articulate 
correctly how an American or European or even a South-African feels 
about Muslims, but | can tell you of a truth how Nigerian Pentecostals 
feel about them: again | say, we DON'T like them. 


We have lived through horrendous Islamic extremist attacks that have 
left thousands dead, many maimed, businesses and livelihoods gone up 
in flames and many more scarred for life. We live in a society where 
Islamic groups openly write letters to Assemblies and Christian 
communities to shut down their activities and vacate their dwellin 
places. We live in a society where our belief in Christ is i hes 
openly, as one Islamic cleric threatened to sue Christians to court for 
asserting that Jesus is God. We live in a society where elected public 
officials use their office to sponsor Islamic religious activities like feeding 
beggars during Ramadan, erecting mosques and imposing the wearing 
of hiab on Christian girls who go to ae dominated ie bir In some 
universities in the north, there are no Christian religious studies but there 
compulsorily must be Islamic religious studies and sometimes it's 
compulsory whether or not you're a Muslim. Advocating for women’s 
right is hard enough among Christians and traditionalists, but among 
Muslims, it is near impossible; the religion takes precedent on all matters 
of life and no one can challenge it. Public institutions like airports and 
universities especially in the north have centrally located mosques with 
no complementary chapels and that's just the way it is. Then we have 
elected public officials who deliberately favor the appointment of fellow 
Muslims against democratic norms. Let's not forget the flagrant 
inflammatory remarks of public officials and religious leaders of how 
Nigeria is a Muslim nation and must be governed by Sharia law. 


| cannot tell you enough of all the reasons why Christians are agitated 
against Muslims, and many times their | recourse is prayer (or rant 
on social media). With all of this in view, it'll take only the grace of God 


for a believer to truly love his/her Muslim neighbor and that we must do. 


Jesus Christ our Lord lived in difficult times too (I think more difficult 
than ours), where the Romans where occupying the land of Israel and 
much of the known world. While Jesus and his disciples were hated by 
the Jewish authorities, they were not liked much either by the Romans, in 
fact the crucifixion of Jesus came as a collusion of Jewish and Roman 
interests. However, Jesus did not only give the command to love such 
people we may term our enemies Matthew 5:44, he also exemplified it. 
Did he not say; Father forgive them for they know not what they do 
Luke 23:33-34? Did Jesus not miraculously heal the ear of the high 
priest's servant after Peter cut it off in his zeal Luke 22:50-51? Did Jesus 
not say carry the soldier's i: two miles if he asks you to carry it for one 


Matthew 5:41? Did Jesus not heal the servant of the Roman centurion 
Matthew 8:5-13? 


From his words and from his example, Christ expects us to love our 
Muslim neighbors. While many Christians might accept this theoretically, 
putting it into practice is more of the challenge. The way we see them as 
our enemies (I know this of a truth because | was there once but for the 

race of God), the way we pray against them even calling names of 
a we want God to fire directly, the manner in which we pour hate 
speech against them on social media, the way our pastors tag them is 
terrifying. 


You know someone once said; if we hate people so much, after they are 
gone, all that welll be left with is hate! To be honest, even though we are 
all guilty, our pastors do more to make us hate our Muslim neighbors 
than they do to make us love them, and the commandment and 
example of our Lord and savior is ‘Love your enemies. 


It'll be easier to speak and express the love of God to them when we 
sincerely love them despite a we see around, and if we really say 
they don’t have the truth, then how do we expect them to love, or do the 
right things? Have we not asserted that the heart of an unregenerate 
person is wicked continually Genesis 6:5, and only by the transforming 
work of Christ can we do right Romans 12:2, so why do we expect them 
to do what even we haven't done? 


People of God, we claim we are God's end-time army reaching to all the 
world with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and indeed we are, but as 
Christ admonis a his disciples to preach the gospel in Jerusalem, in 
Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the earth Acts 1:8, so we must 
begin to preach this gospel to our Muslim neighbors. Let's love them 
despite what we think about them and the falsehood of their religion, let 
our lives show forth truth to them (be the epistle they read 2 Corinthians 
3:2). lets desist from pouring hate on social media concerning our 
Muslim neighbors and nation, and lets pay no attention to pastors who 
fan the ts of hate in our heart and choose to walk in the path of 
Christ; lets choose to love! 


Wither the women? 


| must admit that of all the sects and denominations of the Christian 
faith | know, the Pentecostals have afforded women the loudest voice 
and most visible place in the church (yeaaaah). From erroneously 
interpreted scripture to surrounding patriarchal cultures (which almost 
always affects our faith) women have indeed been asked/made to be 
silent in church for a long time. 


Today in the Pentecostal settings, the voice of women may not be as 
foal as that of the men (ifs a work in progress), but it is definitely not 
silent. From the times where the pastors wife was never known or 
recorded, to times where the pastors wife is the ‘mama’ of the assembly 
to a place where the pastors wife is a pastor herself and today where 
women actually head ministries is a long way coming. Like the scriptures 
say, there is neither male nor female Galatians 3:28, we are all co-heirs 
ef al Romans 8:17, we are co-laborers and co-soldiers in this fight 

of raith. 


As you may have experienced or seen, there is minimal encouragement 
or even downright discouragement for women who venture into the 
male-dominated 5-fold ministry, as such you have to be sure of your call 
and encourage yourself. As men and women differ in biological set up, 
so do we all differ in our gifting’s and callings in the body; we need to 
work hard to create a Christ-like culture where everyone is able to 
exercise his/her gifts for the benefit of the whole body. 


One illustration that has been my anchor especially as a woman going 
into ministry, is the illustration of Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, Martha and the 
disciples at their home Luke 10:38-42. So you already know the story, but 
my emphasis is the lessons from it. 

So Rabbi Jesus was busy preaching to his disciples and probably those 
around and since Rabbi doesnt come by often and choses today to be 
at their home, it is a big thing and it calls for the preparation of 
orishirishi (delicacies), so Martha thought (and we think so too). Onl 

one problem, the time for the lecture/discussion is also the time for the 
preparation of the orishirishi. 

So of course the cooking is the inherited portion of the women, and 
Martha was hard at it. Being on the discussion table is the inherited 
portion of the men, which is why Lazarus and the other disciples were at 
the feet of Jesus listening and learning. Odd-one-out Mary however was 
not where culture/society asked her to be, she left her place and went 
over to where the men were. Martha infuriated that she was doing all 
the work alone, petitioned the rabbi to prevail on Mary (who was going 
against the norm) to leave the place ag oer te and daccmien 
(knowledge and wisdom and power) and come over to the kitchen 
ignorant and lowly place which is where society will always assign you if 
you let it). 

| suppose that if she had petitioned Lazarus or any of the other disciples 
on the matter, they would have asked Mary to fall in line immediately 
and join Martha in the Kitchen (theyre not bad people; just people with 
a mindset of the culture around them just like Martha). But since there 
was a higher authority in the house, she went straight to the Rabbi, and 
thank God she did, because his response has been the respite of many 
downtrodden women who get continually asked to go to the kitchen. 


Even the beloved apostle Paul asked the women to be quiet and ask the 
questions later at home, so imagine Paul was in that meeting and in 
charge, he would have said to Mary, go to the kitchen, do what you have 
to do later, Lazarus would tell you what was discussed later. Hes not a 
bad i i either; he's just talking from the ideology of the culture 
around. 


The rabbi had the most abnormal thing to say; Martha, Martha, you are 
worried about so many things, but one thing is important, Mary has 
chosen that which is important and nobody will take it away from her 


Luke 10:41-42. Whaaaaaaaaaaaaaat? 
| can imagine Martha's reaction; Whaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaat? 


Why would Jesus say such a thing? Because its true 


Does he not know the culture? He does but he's communicating to you 
the culture of heaven 


Was he not going to eat the delicacies am bir He would and | 
suppose he did eat to his satisfaction and washed it down with the rich 
red wine you served with the meal 


Isn't cooking for the Rabbi the most important — for me? No dearie 
its being with God and getting a blueprint for your life and following 
him, not running up and down the kitchen 


But | did not choose this; this is what women are expected to do in our 
society? Sorry dear, its always a choice and you chose the kitchen, 
nevertheless were still grateful for your services. 


Am still going to cook for the Rabbi - That's exactly what you should do, 
if you have the calling to, just dont come dragging those of us who have 
chosen to seat at the master's feet (and by implication, the table of 
discussion and the place of power). 


So as we can see, Jesus did say the most unlikely thing, the most un- 
cultural thing, the very opposite of what we would have thought, but 
again here we are reminded that the wisdom of God is definitely not the 
wisdom of we humans. 


In every culture on earth, there is a way things are done, and there is a 
ig — are expected to behave, and when it comes to gender, there 
is detinitely a prescribed order in every society. So when we examine the 
differences in these expectations, we realize that they are not God- 
ordained, only human constructs. For believers, we must seek to bring 
the wisdom of God and the culture of heaven to bear on everything we 
do. So when | hear a woman should ----- , my tentacles are up instantly 
scanning for truth, lies, human-constructs, wisdom, limitations, personal 
understandings from which a person usually speaks. For even though 
that person bears the title of pastor or any fe i spiritually-sounding 
title, they still have their own biases and prejudices from which they 
speak, so you must be able to discern which is which. With the help of 

od, | take what is the word of God, and at best what is wisdom and 
throw out every human constructs that are limiting, I've got a God-given 
destiny to fulfill, | won't let anyone tuck me away in a small corner on the 
basis of gender; | choose! 


Go to any of our assemblies and observe the place, voice and extent of 
power the women are afforded, it is usually commensurate to the 
understanding of the person in charge. No matter how much they 
explain their position to you from scripture; it is usually the extent to 
which the person-in-charge understands what the place of women 
should be. So the assembly that says we ordain women as pastors and 
the assembly that says otherwise both read and allude to the same 
scripture, the only difference is their understanding of it. 


This is what | have understood from scripture, God uses the vessel that is 
available and ready Isaiah 6:8, 2 Timothy 2:21. Never has God preferred 
to use men or women, but the systems/culture have made for the 
availability of more men. As God would never leave himself without a 
witness, even as far back as the time of the judges and even before 
then, God had used women(Deborah, Huldah, Miriam and so many 
others) who were ready and available; Does it not sound much like what 
Jesus said to Martha; Mary has chosen------- _ it is always a choice! 


But when women can hardly see other women in ministry, it makes 
choosing to be in ministry harder even though she has the calling. When 
a woman who has a calling finally decides to be in ministry and her 
assembly will not accept her, it makes being in ministry harder. When a 
woman who has the calling of God is about ministry, and fellow 
believers talk her down and question her right to do so on the basis of 
her gender, then it becomes harder to choose to be in it. 


This however should never deter anyone, male or female who has the 
calling of God from seeking the fulfillment of it, like we have seen, its 
always a choice. 


So for us individually, it's a choice to follow the call of God upon our lives 
be you male or female, and as a church, we must choose to create an 
environment that supports everyone to be all that God has called them 
to be for our collective good. 


Who the church must be 


As we have seen, all manner of things are taking place in the 
Pentecostal church today, it's like a blend of papal authoritarian rule 
mixed with the spiritual tighting arena of African traditional gods mixed 
with the buying and selling of the merchants in the temple in Jesus days 
and finally topped up with disco light setting of a popular European 
night club, Praise the Lord. If you are blind and cant see it, let me put it 
to you straight, the Church has lost her focus! 

The world is hoping on the church to shine her light, God has given the 
church a commission, she cannot fail, she must awaken to whom she is 
meant to be. 


The scripture says, the path of the just is like the light of dawn shinning 
brighter and brighter unto a perfect day Proverbs 4:18 as such the 
church need not go back to days where Christians equated lookin 
tattered and being poverty stricken to holiness and S dacumeaes tas 
she also has to move away from the idea that a flashy car, fancy suit 
and expensive jewelry are manifestations of the blessings of God. She 
should be neither tattered nor ostentatious but decent, one neither 
courting riches nor poverty, but diligent and content, not thinking of how 
to make billions but how to create jobs, goods and services to better her 
society. She mustn't be lazy because she doesn't love the things of the 
world, neither should she be sowing seeds for financial ile: ag 
but working diligently, improving her skills every day to be more 
effective, as what the hand finds to do should be done well Ecclesiastes 
9:10 and be content with what God has provided her. 


The scripture says the people of God are the house of God and are the 
very stones being built as Gods temple where God will dwell forever | 
Corinthians 3:16, as such we must move away from this craze of buildings 
with brick and mortar. We must stop patting ourselves on the back for 
the size and posture of our latest buildings and start focusing on 
building the people; for they are the house of God. 

We must stop modeling auspicious building projects for young ministers 
as a sign of doing well in ministry, we must go back to evaluating 
ourselves on how much of Christ has been formed in the people we're 
privileged to pastor/influence? Have they become people who give up 
comfort to do the will of God or people who pray day and night to be 
comfortable? Have they become people who will do a job, get cheated 
on it and not worry about it as they have rendered service unto God 
and humanity (cheated or not), or people who will rain down Holy ghost 
fire on whoever cheated them?. Have they become people who will not 
scheme to have a better posting, but humbly go wherever they are 
posted and be a blessing there? We must focus on building the people 
not buildings. 


You know, i don't remember Apostle Paul commissioning any building 
project, or even admiring any, as many times, his abode was a tent, a 
ship(about to be wrecked)or a prison cell. But the word that God spoke 
through him have been and will continue to be the anchor of many a 
soul striving to become like Christ. 


Oh how | love the scripture ‘Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his. And 
let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity 2 
timothy 2:19. 

Every time | read it, | am reminded that no matter the pretense or 
argument or bragada or facade anyone including me puts up, the Lord 
indeed knows them that are his. We can fool others or even fool 
ourselves, but we can't fool God, he knows. As such | better walk aright, 
otherwise all this would have been for nothing. Words to live by 


The church must actively and deliberately take the good news to the 
ends of the earth. This is our mandate, and we must not trade it for 
fellowship only in our comfort zone. There are still people on this earth 
today who haven't heard about Jesus Christ. 


While it is easy to understand that some people in Muslim dominated 
countries don't know who Jesus Christ is (except for his misrepresentation 
in the Quran) it is not easy to understand that some people in Europe 
especially in this generation don't know who Jesus Christ is (as the 
continent has largely lost her faith in Christ), not also forgetting that 
many who fellowship in our assemblies have no idea whom Jesus Christ 
is (but they do know the pastor). The church must be revived to this 
mandate; to take this glorious gospel to everyone alive, be they in 
Islamic strongholds where you can go to prison or sentenced to death 

or preaching the gospel, or in secularized Europe and America where 
as a believer you're thought to be living by superstitions rather than 
reason, or in our society where people see our modern day assemblies as 
a social gathering where you can have fun, or as a way to escape 
poverty, we must take the gospel of Jesus Christ to them. 


The church must go back to that place where praise and worship is true 
and heartfelt, echoing her faith and submission to the heavenly vision, 
not where we arrange our music department to make us groove and 
feel happy (grooving and feeling happy are fine by scripture but that's 
not the main reason for praise). We must also he the people to live a 
life of praise and worship outside of the slot in our liturgy dedicated to 
that, as our lives should praise him always. 


The church must with determination stem the tide of a new papacy 
arising in her midst. Paul cautioned about this 1 Corinthians 3:3-5, 
because we only have one father in heaven. A system where some 
people cover ei in the spirit is unacceptable (the veil in the temple 
was torn for this), a system where the people know not God but the God 
of their pastor should be rejected oii all co-heirs), a system where a 
erson’s words and action cannot be examined on the basis of scripture 
onic we have assigned him/her a certain status cannot remain. 


Alongside it, we must continue to teach the people of God ‘spiritual 
authority’ as the kingdom of God has a culture and an ordered one too. 
While we respect and honor those in authority over us, we mustn't make 
them demi-gods, if they are out of line, we pray for them, correct them 
respectfully and if this doesn’t work, we ed away from their influence 
because we'll rather have the approval of God than that of people. 


If you ask me. dont call anyone papa/mama just save yourself the 
trouble; Pastor, Evangelist, Sir. Ma, Brother, Sister is just fine, let's focus 
on the one true father we have in God. 


Ahhhh, this one is dear to my heart and you already know why; let us 
adequately equip our soldiers (sons and daughters alike) for the work 
ahead at there is work ahead. We must make room for everyone to 
fulfill their calling. The unregenerate world might tell the woman she is a 
second-class citizen, but not the church. In the kin dom of our God, there 
is neither male nor female Galatians 3:28 (yeah eens the men are not 
going to bear biological children anytime soon, but you know what | 
mean), there are just believers in Christ, soldiers in Christ, servants of 
Christ, co-heirs with Christ, and altogether we're the bride of Christ. 


The Muslim issue is one the Christian of today cannot wish away or hate 
away, it is one we must deal with. The church must get her doctrine right 
and Teaeie to proclaim it. Why will the Muslims not Hl the airwaves with 
their erroneous doctrine of how Jesus is a prophet but no son of God 
when we're all busy preaching ‘the 5 keys to breakthrough. The church 
must arise and preach this gospel: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD, HE 
CAME AND DIED AND SHED HIS BLOOD FOR THE REMISSION 
OF OUR SINS, WHOSOEVER BELIEVES IN HIS NAME AND 
CONFESSES HIM AS LORD WILL BE SAVED, AND WHOEVER 
DOES NOT RECIEVE HIM IS DOOMED ETERNALLY! 


The church must not be intimidated by the antics of Islamic terrorists of 
today who take pleasure in beheading, raping, murdering and pillaging 
eople in a deluded understanding of establishing a caliphate. Let the 
oa and fear of our God rise above the hatred and fear of Muslims and 

let us share this good news with every living being. 


Come to think of it, believers have lived through more difficult times 
than ours; the beheadings, crucifixion and mauling by lions of believers 
by the Roman Empire, the drowning and setting ablaze of believers by 
the Papacy. The only reason why we fear death in our generation is 
because we have become comfortable in this world, we have become 
attached to this world, our eyesight have become dim with the goodies 
of this world. 


How many believers are willing to die today like Polycarp; the bishop of 
Smryna it refused to deny his faith in Christ and swear by Ceaser. In 
his words ‘you try to frighten me with the fire that burns for an hour, and 
you forget the fire of hell that never goes out. He was burnt at the stake 
as the mob shouted This is the teacher of Asia, the father of the 
Christians, the destroyer of our gods. How many are willing to die like 
John Hus, the Czech reformer who was burnt at the stake B the edict of 
the papacy for ‘viewing the church as an elect group with Christ _ not the 
pope as her true head. Before his execution he prayed to God ‘Give me 
a fearless heart, a right faith, a firm hope, a perfect love, that for thy 
sake | may lay down my life with patience and joy. 


Today we are ever thankful to God for the gift of reformers like John 
Hus, John Wyclif, Martin Lurther, and many others who gave their lives 
to preserve truth for us. today we are saved and know God for 
ourselves because they yielded themselves to God, but can the same be 
said of us, or would we rather pay tithe to an assembly and believe we 
have done God a great service? 


The church | see today is very zealous, but the issue is zealous for what? 
Yes the church of Christ must be zealous for the gospel to be preached 
to every living being and Christ to be formed in sl believers, but it 
seems like the church today is more zealous to swell the number of her 
members in a particular assembly, making for more resources and 
popularity. Christians go out on a membership drive in the name of 
evangelism; come to our assembly -youll get your breakthrough, come 
and meet our papa - your problems will be solved, come for our service - 
you'll really enjoy it, but not come to Jesus, he’s the only one that can 
save your soul and without him, no matter how good your life seems to 

e, you are headed for destruction. Brethren, let us be zealous about the 
Kingdom of our God, not our earthy kingdoms. 


There is so much that still needs to be said, but obviously we can't 
exhaust it in this little book nor can we exhaust saying it anytime soon 
(seeing the degree to which we have left the path}, but | hope you've 
gotten my point; The church is the light of the world Matthew 5:14, we 
must wash the globe, trim the thread, put in fresh oil, and be set on the 
hill for all the world to see! 


God bless us alll. 
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